
RATTLE-SNAKE HERB. 

T he Indians long made a Secret of the Herb 
they ufed in curing the Bite ot that venemous 
Reptile a RJ^^LE-SNJKE : but fincc fome cu- 
rioas Perfons among the Englifi have fully difcovei’d 
and ate now well acquainted with it, I hope it will 
be an acceptable Service to thefe Parts of the World, 
if I make it more publick by the following Deferip- 
K tion, with the Figure of a Leaf of it. 

^ THE Top and Branches of the 

Plant arc thick fet with fmall yellow 
Flowers in uluguji & September, It 
is a Species of Golden-Rod^ known 
from the ocher Sorts by the fmooth- 
nefs of the Leaf, and its pungent 
Tafte, and occafioning when chew- 
ed & fwallow’d, a fmall Stoppage 
of the Breath, and Contraftion in 
the Throat ; and the Stalk, which 
is in fome Places lefs than a yard in 
height when at full Growth, in o- 
thersmore, is of a dull purple col- 
lour, and fmooth, and cover’d with 
a fine blue Dufl:, like that on many 
of the Englifli Plums. It grows in 
moft Wood -Lands, but under the 
Shade of Trees is feldom rank or 
large, or with inorc than one, two 
or three Stalks. It is alfo found on 
the Banks of dry Ditches, & fome-! 
times in them, & in Hedge-Row's : 
But it is moft luxuriant near to Run 
Sides, if the Soil be rich, and not 
too moift, nor too much fliaded. 
The Root continues over the Win- 
ter, and if fet in a good Garden, will fend forth (in 
the 2d or 3d Year) at leaft 50 Stalks. The Plant 
filoors early in the Spring & withers late in the Fall.^ 
The Indians ufe it varioufly; fometimes they biuife 
>nes, fometimes chew it and fpir inthe 

Patient’s 


! Patient’s Mouth, fome lay it to the Wound, others 
' about the Wound, fometimes they boil it and give 
the Water to drink, wafliing the Wound with it 
likcwift; but always fome of it is to belwallowed, 
either with the Spittle or with Water. 

The Leaf figur’d in the Margin is one of the 
largcrt ; for the moft part they ate not neat Co big 
t hough the Shape be the fame. 
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